


TENNESSEE’S PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY 

WHAT ARE YOU VOTING ON? 

1) Your first vote is for the Presidential Candidate of your choice.  

2) You are next voting for the delegates to represent the Presidential Candidates at the 
Republican National Convention.  

3) Local primary races will sometimes also be on the Presidential Preference Ballot depending on 
the county. Check with your County Election Commission to see any specific to your area.  

WHO ARE THE DELEGATES ON THE BALLOT? 

Candidates for delegate are registered Tennessee voters, and bona-fied Republicans that have picked 
up a petition to run for delegate. They have committed that if they are elected to be a delegate they 
will vote for the Presidential Candidate they appear under on the ballot. Some candidates may opt to 
run as undecided, not represent any one candidate. 

• Candidates for delegate may pick up a petition on September 11, 2015 and must return it by noon 
on December 10, 2015. 

• All candidates for delegate must obtain 25 signatures as well as a letter from the Presidential 
Campaign they are seeking to represent. 

Tennessee has 28 At –Large Delegates, meaning they are selected from the statewide vote. We are a 
proportional state and award delegates based off of the percentage of votes a Presidential Candidate 
receives. Half of the delegates are elected from the ballot and the other half are appointed.  

• If a Presidential candidate receives 2/3rds of the statewide vote, they win all 28 at large 
delegates.  

• If no Presidential candidate receives 2/3rds of the statewide vote, delegates are apportioned to 
candidates receiving more than 20% of the vote based on the percentage of the vote they 
received among votes cast for candidates over the 20% threshold. 

• If no Presidential candidate receives over 20% of the vote, delegates will be allocated 
proportionally based on total votes.  

UNDERSTANDING THE BALLOT

DELEGATE ALLOCATION



Tennessee has 27 Congressional delegates, 3 from each of its 9 districts. All are elected from 
the ballot, but are allocated on proportional bases of the votes received by the Presidential 
candidates.  

• If a candidate receives 2/3rds of the congressional district vote, or they are the only 
candidate to receive more than 20% of the district wide vote that candidate would 
receive all 3 Congressional District delegates.  

• If no candidate receives 2/3rds of the vote, but more than one candidate receives over 
20% of the vote, the first place winner gets two delegates and the second place 
finisher in that district gets one.  

• If no candidate receives over 20% of the vote, the top 3 “vote-getters” would each 
receive 1 delegate a piece.  

EXAMPLE:  

AT LARGE DELEGATE ALLOCATION 

Statewide Vote Results :  
Candidate Green = 30% of the vote 
Candidate Purple = 25% of the vote  
Candidate Gold = 22% of the vote  
—————— 20% threshold —————— 
Candidate Orange = 15% 
Candidate Pink = 8% 

Per the rules we round up to the nearest whole number, leaving Candidate Green with 11 
delegates.  

77% of the vote went to candidates that received more than 20% of the total vote.

Candidate Green:   Delegates to be awarded to Green        x           30% of the vote received 
                                                       28 possible delegates                      77% of total vote for those over 20% 

= Delegates to be awarded to Green is 10.90 



CONGRESSIONAL ALLOCATION  

Using the same sample above, if these numbers represented votes received just in a single 
Congressional District then the following would be the result.  

Candidate Green = 2 Delegates  

Candidate Purple = 1 Delegate  

HOW MANY DELEGATES DO YOU VOTE FOR?  

You can vote for up to 14 at-large delegates and 3 congressional delegates, but you are not required 
to vote for any.  

CAN I VOTE FOR MY FRIEND THAT IS RUNNING FOR DELEGATE FOR ANOTHER 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE?  

Yes, your vote for your Presidential pick is separate from your delegate vote. Do note, that your friend 
will only become a delegate however if their Presidential Candidate is awarded delegates. These 
would be delegate positions that your Presidential pick would not be receiving.  

I RECEIVED A LARGER VOTE TOTAL FOR DELEGATE THAN OTHERS. WHY WAS I NOT 
SELECTED? 

Delegates are awarded based off of the Presidential Candidate’s vote totals. The candidate you ran as a 
delegate for likely did not receive enough votes to be awarded any delegate positions.  

WHAT ARE ALTERNATES?  

Tennessee has 55 alternates, one for each of the State’s committed delegates. Should a delegate not 
be able to serve at the 2016 RNC Convention, their alternate will take their place.  

HOW DO YOU BECOME AN ALTERNATE?  

Those seeking a delegate position, but did not receive enough votes on the ballot are eligible to be 
alternates. If your Presidential candidate was awarded 4 at-large delegates from the ballot, the top 4 
highest delegate candidates for the respective candidate will become delegates. The next 4 highest 
vote getters (5-8) will become the alternates.   

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS


